
Contents

Hydroponics Debates: Where have they been, 
and where might they go? 1

Unique Opportunity with Terrapin Farm 3

Seeding Community in Southwest Montana 5

Carbon Markets Popping Like Daffodils in 
Spring  8

MOA Addresses Grasshopper Treatments in 
Montana 13

Call for Nominees 16

Harvest of the month 18

MOA Membership Form 22

MOA Announces 2021 Events!! 28

Tester Pens Letter To Secretary Vilsack 29

Mountain West Grazing Connection Website 
Launched 30

MOA Policy Proposal Submission Process 31

Schahczenski Elected to IFOAM North America 
Board 31

Colorado State Research Request 33

A New Chapter for Montana’s Organic 
Community: Announcing Organic Montana! 37

Organic Matters
Montana Organic Association 
Newsletter

Spring 2021

Hydroponics Debates: Where have they Hydroponics Debates: Where have they 
been, and where might they go?been, and where might they go?

In a , Frances Thicke and 
40 prominent farmers and former NOSB members, 

implored the USDA to address multiple concerns about state 
of the National Organic Program (NOP).   

He quotes the 2010 NOSB recommendation against certifying 
hydroponics: “systems of crop production that eliminate soil 
from the system, such as hydroponics or aeroponics, can not 
be considered as examples of acceptable organic farming 
practices. Hydroponics, the production of plants in nutrient 
rich solutions or moist inert material, or aeroponics, a variation 
in which plant roots are suspended in air and continually 
misted with nutrient solution, have their place in production 
agriculture, but certainly cannot be classified as certified 
organic growing methods due to their exclusion of the soil-
plant ecology intrinsic to organic farming systems and USDA/
NOP regulations governing them.”  

At the same time, the MOA Policy Committee, and the Organic 
Farmers Association Governing Council have been reviewing 
the hydroponics debates, and visiting with Senator Jon 
Tester, ready to consider new strategies to tackle this thorny 
issue.  In that context MOA Chair and OFA Governing Council 
Advisor Becky Weed writes this update for both MOA and OFA 
newsletters.
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Congress passed the 
and created the 

and the
 to guide USDA on how organic eligibility

should be defined and how to implement OFPA.  OFPA
states, "An organic plan shall contain provisions designed
to foster soil fertility, primarily through the management
of the organic content of the soil through proper tillage,
crop rotation, and manuring.”

, composed of majority hydroponic growers.  Results
in a divided report.  

passes another (more detailed) recommendation
on greenhouse standards and 

USDA fails to move recommendations forward to
rulemaking.  Hydroponic greenhouse production labeled
as organic is growing rapidly, primarily coming from
Mexico and Holland (where it is not certifiable as organic).
Certifying agencies are divided--some will certify hydro
and some will not. 

Here's
a brief history of the controversy.

NOSB failed to pass a recommendation to prohibit
hydroponics. It failed to pass a recommendation to prohibit

aquaponics. It did pass a recommendation to prohibit
aeroponics. No reason was given why aeroponics should be

prohibited while hydroponics should be allowed.

Many farmers and certification agencies
disagreed with this statement and questioned the NOP's
ability to make such a claim without substantiating the
decision.  

NOSB recommendations on organic standards mention
hydroponics, "Hydroponic production in soilless media to be

labeled organically produced shall be allowed, if all
provisions of the OFPA have been met.”

were published. NOSB passes
a recommendation on greenhouse standards. 

Without action from NOP on to codify greenhouse standards
through rule-making, 

, primarily imported from Mexico
and Holland. Certifying agencies are divided on whether

they will certify hydroponic production. 

  

USDA & NOSB receive 
signed by 41 organizations

(representing over 2 million people) and 15 former NOSB
members.

Center for Food Safety (with other plaintiffs from the
organic community) 

The NOP issued a Memo that clarified some aspects of
container production but raised more questions. Center for
Food Safety sued USDA over allowing organic hydroponics.
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